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The Memory of the Fuft is bleſſed , and is to be had in everlaſting remembrance. 


A moſt Ukſcfal ( Pithy and Deſerved) Commendation of ( that Pious and Reverend 
Miniſter of the Goſpel ) . 


Mr. Thomas Wad{worth. 


Who changed this Life for a better, Oober 2.9. 1676. Printed in Meeter to perfume 
his Name, and keep aiive his Memory to future Poſterity. 


Therefore let's Brethren, him for pattern take : 
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S Wadſworth Dead ! how can this be reſolv'd ! 
'Weell grant you the Compoſitums that's difſoly'd ; 
| But for his Soul , it Lives among the Bleſt, 
His Body's but Aſleep and gone to Reſt. 
He Preacht and Wrote, oth Souls Immortality , 
Which Doctrine he finds True, now in Glory. 
If Soul-ileepers, could into Heaven peep, 


. They would convinc'd be, the Soul goes not to ſleep. 


For then and there , they quickly would behold 
Holy Waadſworth's Soul, ſhine more bright than Gold. 
Acting its Part 'mongit that Heavenly Quire , 

With lively vig'rous Zeal as hor as Fire -: 

Where Living , He ſhall Live and never Dye , 

No more to Sin, nor Groan through Pain and Cry ; 
Of Kidney Ulcer, and Stone 1n Blaager , 

Which to him prov'd a Happy facob's Ladder. 

For though 'twas painful for him to aſcend , 

Yet come to Top, it did in Glory end. 

So Death to him, ſave One, proved his beſt Friend. 
Which one is Chrif#, through whoſe Blood and Merit, 
Alone *tis that, He's with God in Spirit. 

Which Truth believed , proves Soul Immortality ; 
Likewiſe diſproves blind Popes Purgatory. 

And what a Joyful Meeting may one think 

Had this Bleſt Soul upon an Eye-lids wink , 

With that Bleſt Company which is above , 

With Patriarch's, Martyrs, and Holy Love; 

Alſo with others of a later Date , 

Who went to Heaven at a cheaper rate. 

As Golden Havilah and Holy ?eſfſ+, Fi, 
Reverend Caryl, YVenning, and Bleſt Faneway , 
With Learned Wilkiſon, and Whitaker , 

Whoſe Names on Earth , ſtill pertumed are; 


And thence learn, to do more, for th' Lord Chriſt's ſake. 
For though, God gave him great ability : 

Yet ſtill he ſhew'd forth as great Humility. 

At length God's Providence, which ruleth well, 
Ar Tibbals plac'd him, to fave ſome from Hell: 
And there he did not preach nor runin vain, 
Some fruit God gave him, to reward his pain. 

For many, there by him was converted ; 

Who from th' Faith of Chriſt, had much departed. 
Reeping ſtill his Flock he had at London t 

Though for it he was like to be undone. 

Keeping Pluralities, but not for gain : 

But toſfave more ſouls from eternal pain, 

And when th' Perſecution was moſt hot, 

Did not neglett to feed his Flocks a jor. 

Burt preach he would, by day, or by the night : 
Though ſometimes rude Souldiers did much him fright, 
And thus he ſerv'd both places, though by ſtealth, 
Until he found it didimpair his health : _ 

And then, with counſel, did himſelf adviſe, 

Thar he might not be th' Peoples Sacrifice. 


©uc ACK RC BUR ICayC, JEL DOTN IOV d him well ; 
He lov'd them again, therefore could not teH 
Whictto forfake, both were tohim ſo dear. 

This thing, todecide, coſt him many a tear. 
Likewiſe, cach Flock, a claim to him didIay , 
Whoſe Shepherd to be, t'guid them Heavens way. 
From whence, ſome ſmall contention did ariſe 
Between both Flocks, yet both, were godly wile. 
Ar length, by counſel, he did come to dwell 

At Pickleberring, a place known full well. 

But when preach'd two Sermons had at Dead-place, 


His Maſter ſent grim death tolook himrth' face. 
Preaching th' laſt, he made the people wonder, 
He did, ſo long and loud, ?gainſt Sin thunder. 
And before he ended and went his way, 

Did ſummon the World to meet him at Judge day. 
And ſo that proy'd, for him they! ſee no more, 
Till they meet to ſee him the Lord before. 

For *th Twenty ninth Oftober the Lords one day, 
*Bout two o*th Clock his Lord took him away. 
He hath fought his Fight, and run throughout*s Race, 
And now to Heaven's gone to take his place, 
Thus God himſelf hath ended two Flocks {trife, 
By taking from them their dear Shepherds life. 

Bur what a great lols this is , who can tell 2 
(None ) till experience to us it ſpell: 

Great loſs to th* Church , no leſs to his Relations, 
Yea, a great loſs tyth* whole Engliſh Nation. 
He wasa man with whom few could compare, 
To find thelike, would any man out-ware. 
Therefore let all that doth this ſad News hear, 
Endeavour to bedew it with a tear. 

Let all Gods Children in Love unit'd be, 

That he may not from them take their Miniſtry. 
Let Sinners all, them of their Sinnes repent , 
Which hath provoked God to make this renr, 

Let Magiitry , Miniftry , and People all , 

Turn from their fin and upon the Lord call : 
For mercy to be ſhewn to this Nation, 

That we become nor a Deſolation. 

Ler all that go to hear at D-ad m.:ns place , 
Mourning Remember Bleſs'd Wad'wort:'s Face 
And pray his Death may Preach now he is Dead , 
That Staners dying may find the Grave a B-1: 
To lodge their Bodies till the RefiirreCtion , 

And then Awake with a good Complexion. 
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With their great Learning , Labour and Holy Life, 
Which whil'ſt they lived, was in them moſt Rife. 
Their Learning now*s ended, their Labour's done; 
They have run their Race, and the Prize have won. 

. So Reverend Weft , Pledzer , and Sweet Mr. Well . 
Who ſpcnr themſelves, to fave poor Souls from Rell. 
But now are all , to Keaven gone from Earth, 

And Bleſt Waaſworth laſt, hath yielded up his Breath. 
And witiz themall , had a joyful Greeting , 
Where Perſecutor car.” diſturb therr Meeting. 

_ Bur what was Wadfrorth, that thus much is ſaid, 
Of him, whoſc body, now in grave 1s lair? 

Was he a mar, who.in his hife, deſerv'd ? 

To be ar's death, ſohonourably ſerv'd + 

Yea he was, a man, whoſe life, deſerv'd it : 

Eet none, therefore, envy his death hath it. 

For th'honour, which to kim's given at's death, 
He well deſerv'd, in ſpending, of his breath : 
For welfare, ard th'good of mens immortal fouls, 
To fit, ard them prepare, 'gainit the bell touls. 
When firit, he came from Univeriity, 

At New.ngton Butts, he lift up his cry : 

To make dead ſouls, to hear, his Maſters voice, 
And fo, leave Sin, and ſerve God out of choice. 
And fo loud cry'd, to ſinners, gone atltray : 

That many, he brought back, to Heavens way, 

Two Sermons, he did preach, on each Lords day : 
Each: Morn, i'th' Week, he did expound and pray. 
Beſides, he often viſited his Flock, 

And at their doors, moit frequently did knock. 

To ſee, and know, each ſouls ſtate and condition, 
In which, he ſhew'd himſelf a good Phytician, 

And *cordingly, his remedy, apply'd : 

The weak, with ſtrength, the ſad, with joy, ſupply'd. 
And's hunzry ſouls, by him, was fed with food : 

| So's hungry bodies, with that which was good. 1M Let Tiboals Flock improve this lois io well , 
He ſought the flock, more than he <1d the flecce.: Eel ag fd. As to come to Heaven and eſcape Hell. 
To do.them good, was both his joy and peace. 1491 Rn rn. DSS RW TAPHR.” 
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With gredvh onverſion, God ſeal'd his Miniſtry. Ds#arb him nit , his Soxl 1s gone to Reſt. 
And when, for Conſcience ſake, he was turn'd out ; Ard this his Duſt ſhall have a. Gloricas Kiſine, . 
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In Countrey, Town, and City, preach'd about. Fr Chirit comzs ct Reſurretkion Mornin: : 

Fe Preach'd in Life, and Dead he Preacheth ful, 

To Sinners, to keep and ob-y Geds will, 

Holy lives to live, all Sin to forſak2, 

That they with him in'Clury may partake, Memento Mortis. 


As he preaci'd, in Pulpit, frequent and rife : 
SD» he preach'd, in practice, by his holy life. 
His lite was perfect, and his death was peace : 
He ted his Flock, but never took the Fleece ; 
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